Abstract: In this article, we describe briefly the highlights and various accomplishments in the personal as well as the academic life of Professor Pranab Kumar Sen.
Pranab Kumar Sen (born: November 7, 1937) had his school and college education (B.Sc (1955 ), M.Sc. (1957 and Ph.D. (1962) , all in Statistics) from Calcutta University, where he served as a lecturer in the Post-graduate Department of Statistics (1961-64) before proceeding to the University of California, Berkeley (1964-65) as a visiting faculty member in Statistics. He moved to the University of North Carolina (UNC) at Chapel Hill in the Fall of 1965, and since then, he has been there (visiting 1965 -67, Associate Professor 1967 -70 and Professor 1970 . He is currently Cary C. Boshamer Professor of Biostatistics (1982-) , and Professor of Statistics and Operations Research (1988-) at UNC. He was Richard Metron Guest Professor at the Albert-Ludwig University, Freiburg, Germany (1974-75) and also the Eugene Lukacs Distinguished Professor, Bowling Green State University, Ohio (1997 Spring) . In 1993 he was made an Adjunct (life-long) Professor, Indian Statistical Institute. He has travelled extensively and visited many Universities all over the world, and quite frequently to University of Sao Paulo, Brazil, Institute of Statistical Science, Academia Sinica ( and National Health Research Institute), Taipei, Taiwan, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic, and the Indian Statistical Institute.
Professor Professor Sen has supervised more than 80 doctoral students in Statistics, Biostatistics, and Psychometry, all at UNC. He has (co-)authored and 2 N. Balakrishnan, E. A. Peña and M. J. Silvapulle (co-)edited 22 books and monographs in Statistics, Biostatistics, Stochastic Processes, and related fields. Besides, he has more than 600 publications in Statistics, Probability Theory, Stochastic Processes, and Biostatistics in leading journals in these areas. He has served on the Editorial Boards of Journal of Multivariate Analysis (1972-78) , Journal of the American Statistical Association , Communications in Statistics, Theory and Methods (1972-82) , Journal of Statistical Planning and Inference (1979 -90, 1995 -2006 , Brazilian Journal of Probability and Statistics (1988-), Journal of Nonparametric Statistics (1991-94) , Lifetime Data Analysis (2005-) , Metron (2005-07) , and Scientiae Mathematicae Japonicae (2003-) . He was the Founding (joint) Editor of Sequential Analysis (1982-95) , also of Statistics and Decisions (1982-2002) . He is the Chief Editor, Sankhya (2007 Sankhya ( -2009 ).
Sen's research impact has mostly been in the original and innovative developments of nonparametrics and asymptotics in a broad spectrum of Statistical (and Biostatistical) Science, encompassing both theory and applications in interdisciplinary fields. In his doctoral work, he developed the jackknife theory for U-statistics (1960) , and with S.K. Chatterjee (1964) , laid down the foundation of multivariate nonparametrics; the field was evolutionary in the late 1960's and culminated with the monograph of Puri and Sen (1971) . In 1970-74, Malay Ghosh and Sen did most innovative research in sequential nonparametrics, and with S. K. Chatterjee , he developed the theory of time-sequential nonparametrics, both culminating in his 1981 monograph and 1983 NSF-CBMS Lectures. With Madan Puri, he had a second monograph on nonparametrics for general linear models (1985) . At that time, he started working on robustness with Jana Jurečková and their long collaboration led to their 1996 monograph on this field of research. Sequential analysis and applications in clinical trials captured much of his interest during the 1980's and 1990's, and the 1997 monograph relates to some of these developments. Pitman Closeness measure has been a major point of interest for his research, and the Keating-Mason-Sen (1993) monograph reveals a lot of their work along with others. At the intermediate level, the Sen-Singer (1993) monograph served as a good text/reference for many graduate students in Biostatistics and Applied Satatistics fields. Two other notable monographs with late Jaroslav Hajek and Z. Šidák (1999) and Mervyn Silvapulle (2005) have received considerable attention from Statistics Communities all over the world. During the past 15 years, Sen is more inclined to research in Biostochastics, Environmetrics, and Bioinformatics and continuing basic methodological work to bridge the gap between theory and applications. Beyond Parametrics is a phrase that Sen coined to encompass the entire field of Nonparametrics and Semiparametrics (including Bayesian methods) that captures better the reality of interdisciplinary research and serves as the guiding post for statistical innovations.
We have taken the liberty of including the following verse Sen composed a couple of years ago.
My chancy life as a statistician
Pranab Kumar Sen University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill not to speak of the fact that I would be in a stochastic blow-pipe! Although not from an affluent family, the first ten years swept smoothly. Then the first throw of a dice was the demise of my father, abruptly. Crippled with the political partition of Bengal (albeit independence), the chance for survival became too much relatives' dependence. The last four years of the high school was without any glamour, my mind was set for more attractions on the roadside games-parlours. My poor mother gave up all the hopes for any smooth matriculation, yet by a second throw of a dice, I topped the list of school graduation. I was trying to optimize my chances of getting into a medical school, alas, being underaged, I was denied chancy entrance to the physicians' pools. In disgust, I ran to the (Calcutta) Presidency College courtyards, and grabbed a spot in both mathematics and physics honours charts. A third throw of a dice: came an old friend in utter surprise, and asked me to switch to statistics major on his chancy advise. The family financial burden was about to knock me out of college, but the chancy success in the B.Sc. examination, opened the PG page. With the march of countless dice, I could step outside the masters, and embarked on a chancy ambition of wearing doctorate feathers. Flanked by my chancy success, I stood at the ISICAL doorsteps, in quest of an assistantship, for which I was even aptitude tested! Another throw of a dice: I was not selected. Not because of merit, nor of underage, but for not enough money to cover my family need. I turned my face back to my alma mater, and locked my chance of being in predoctoral training program in thrilled enhance. Those six years in the Calcutta University were the paradise of my life, I could have a glance of the statistics interface in broad delight. I got a chance to visit the University of California, Berkeley, in 1962, however, family situation kept me anchoring to Calcutta for a year or two. A shower of chance in 1964: via Berkeley, we came to Chapel Hill, a small town, home for the rest of my life, in a chancy exile. I never dreamed of becoming a statistician, not to speak of an applied one, yet the nonparametric I specialized, chanced me to this open direction. Back in 1961 when I was asked to introduce a course in bioassay, the odds were in my favour for pouring nonparametrics in this say. There, Shoutir Chatterjee and I embarked on multivatiate nonparametrics, a chancy step that extended all the way to Chapel Hill in all peroratives. Fortune to have Madan Puri on my side in incessant youthful delight, to carry the rank-permutation banner; a combination eventually out of sight. Time-sequential as well as sequential nonparametrics evolved soon after, Shoutir Chatterjee and Malay Ghosh set the chancy collaboration to ponder. At that time, I was more rank (analysis) minded, albeit with some robustness, and had a chance to set collaboration with Jana Jurečková in a long process. Got a chance to traverse preliminary test inference to a shrunken base, with the company of Saleh, Kubokawa and Keating for the Pitman closeness. In quest of this, the finite sample approaches led to the asymptotics, and Julio Singer joined me to build a sand-castle in simple acquities. Could not refuse an appealing call from Mrs. Hájek and ZbyněkŠidák to restore and update a classical text on the theory of test based on rank; it took a while to add new material in a unifying but still original style, all for the respect to late Jaroslav Hájek, not for any personal stake. Life is full of constraints, contrary to our expectation, in statistical inference too, constraints are no exception. I was delighted to have Mervyn Silvapulle in active cooperation, taking the lead in a constraint inference monograph in resolution.
The agony of being denied medical college entrance chanced me a signal: stick to biostatistics to fathom out chance mysteries of a clinical trial. Soon after bioinformatics and genomics rocked the field with data mining, and I have the chance to come up with biostochastics in the offing. Let me cherish the chance beauty of stochastics in applicable methodology, and gauge knowledge discovery and data mining, in the chance ideology.
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